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A Day at the panama paeifie Exposition

MAYHEW LESTER LAKE 1879 - 1955

N the world of early American music, Mayhew Lester Lake stands out as not only a forerunner but also a standard bearer of what

became popular form and function of the American orchestra and wind band. Amassing a catalog of over 2000 arrangements and

compositions before his death in 1955, his musical activities were intertwined in every genre of music from film scores to the wind
band. So true was this that today in 2015, there doubtful exists an orchestra or wind band that does not possess a Lake arrangement
within their library.

Beginning his musical studies in Boston at the New England Conservatory of Music, he eventually became employed as a violinist for
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Five years later, the call of show business beckoned and he left Boston to become the conductor for
the Payret Theater in Havana, Cuba - at the time the largest theater company in the Western Hemisphere. It was during this period in
which he devised a clever musical folio system to accompany silent films whereby a collection of standard arrangements were written
that could be called on to provide background to elements on the screen. For instance: a Furioso for depicting storm scenes, general
confusion, tumult, etc. - or an Agitato for depicting sudden or impending danger.

The next decade saw him travel across the continent as a travelling music director and by 1911; Lake had returned to the northeast and
moved to New York City to become the conductor of the New York Theater. This marked a new phase of his life and saw the
beginning of his prolific arranging and composition career at music publisher Carl Fischer. In 1913, he was promoted to editor in chief
of the Band and Orchestra department at Carl Fischer where he would remain until 1948. He became a lecturer on orchestration at New
York University and in 1920 published his own book on orchestration titled “The American band Arranger”.

Composers whose works Lake had arranged took notice of his abilities as well. His catalog,includes orchestral and band arrangements
of major works from composers such as Tchaikovsky, Rossini, Ravel, Offenbach, Sullivan, Gii '

arrangements of popular works from composers like Victor Herbert, George M. C
when once asked about Lake described him as amongst the best in his field stating

”

composition in proper form with correct harmonization’s and instrumentati

Preferring to be called “Mike”, Lake continued to work until 1948. He pghned i@graphy which was published posthumously
and is distinctive as being the only published firsthand account fr film composer. Lake died at his home in Fort
Lee, NJ on March 16, 1955.

1915 * A DAY AT THE P C EXPOSITION * 2015

The import and magnitude of the 1915 Panama Pacj ition was of such scale not seen before, and rarely since. The
en from the ashes and ruin of the 1906 great earthquake and was
poised to become one of the greatest settle obe. The Exposition, which would require the filling of 630 acres of bayside

marsh and extended three miles from Fo

The Fair was a multi-sensory ex

perience
. u
Cli g

song, and music. Up to 21 concertsi@f various forms were conducted on any given day at the Fair and compositions were

f buildings, construction done on a grand scale, innovative night lighting of
structures and fountains, the d ower of Jewels” itself lit by the great “Scintillator” spotlights as well as the spectacles of dance,
commissioned especially for the event®¥ composers such as Camille Saint-Saens. National musical organizations such as the Boston

Symphony Orchestra and the band of John Philip Sousa took up residency at the Fair for a time as well.

In creating his musical fantasia of a day of the Panama Pacific Exposition, Mike Lake drew upon the sights and the sounds that he saw
and the excitement and energy that he felt in contemporary context. As we celebrate the 100" anniversary of the Pan Pacific exposition

and the music that was written for and about the event, it is helpful to be mindful of the vast energy and excitement generated by the
fair and the impact of the event on all who experienced it.




Mayhew L. Lake

Edited & arranged by Kevin R. Tam
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45 Tempo di Galop "The Midway / Afro-American Band"
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